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President Hamid Karzai conveyed his sadness at 

the passing of Margaret Thatcher, former British 

Prime Minister.  

“Prime Minister Thatcher was one of the greatest 

leaders the world knew, she will be remembered in 

history as a strong leader who had truly served her 

country, particularly in strengthening UK’s 

economy”. With his final remarks the President 

offered his condolences to the family, friends, 

relatives and the people of the United Kingdom on 

the loss of a great stateswoman. 

 

 

 

MARGARET THATCHER 

PRESIDENT KARZAI: AFGHANISTAN IS SEEKING DEEP AND FRIENDLY RELATIONS 

WITH KAZAKHSTAN  

 

 

 

April 11, 2013 

President Hamid Karzai met with Adilbek 

Dzhaksybekov, Defence Minister of Kazakhstan. 

At the meeting held on April 10 in the Presidential 

Palace, Kazakh Defense Minister conveyed to 

President Karzai, the compliments and good 

wishes of Nursultan Nazarbayev President of 

Kazakhstan. He stated that Kazakh president and 

his government were willing to enhance bilateral 

relations and cooperation and to see peace and 

stability in Afghanistan, as the situation in this 

country has a direct bearing over other countries in 

the region. 

Furthermore, Defence Minister Dzhaksybekov 

conveyed Kazakhstan’s interest in cooperating 

with Afghanistan on issues of security, along with 

the current support for the Afghan agricultural 

sector.  
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Defence Minister Dzhaksybekov added that 

Kazakhstan had good military experience which 

could also benefit Afghanistan through training of 

its security forces, and joint military exercises. 

President Karzai thanked Kazakhstan for its 

assistance and support, saying that Afghanistan is 

seeking deep and friendly relations with 

Kazakhstan- whom he sees as a great neighbor. 
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On 26 March 2013, the Afghan Embassy in 

London celebrated the arrival of New Year of the 

solar calendar 1392, “Nawrouz”, which was 

attended by over a hundred guests including 

diplomatic missions, UK government officials, 

NGO’s and influential members of the Afghan 

community.  

At the event H.E. Ambassador Dr Yaar 

congratulated all those present on the occasion of 

Nawrouz and conveyed his best wishes for a 

happy and prosperous year for all. Furthermore, 

Ambassador Dr Yaar reserved special mention 

and recognition for Rastan Foundation for their 

efforts in promoting Afghan culture across the 

United Kingdom.  Following the Ambassadors 

opening remarks, Ms. Freshta Omar (Second 

Secretary) provided a brief introduction into the 

history and traditions involved in celebrating 

Nawrouz in Afghanistan compared to those of 

other celebrating nations.  

The highlight of the event was a theatrical 

production by Rastan Foundation, led by six 

female Afghan actors, which was warmly 

welcomed by the present guests; at the end of 

which guests were presented with traditional 

Afghan food eaten when celebrating Nawrouz. 

 

 

 

 

NAWROUZ CELEBRATION 
26 MARCH 2013, AFGHAN EMBASSY IN LONDON 

RASTAN ARTS GROUP MEMBERS 
AWARDED BY H.E.  DR. YAAR 
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The Afghan Embassy in London celebrated 

International Women’s Day on Friday 8 March 

2013. Baroness Warsi, Senior Minister of State at 

the Foreign & Commonwealth Office and Minister 

for Faith and Communities at the Department for 

Communities and Local Government delivered the 

keynote speech at the event. The celebration was 

attended by members of the diplomatic community, 

influential figures and organizations who support 

the women of Afghanistan.   

H.E. Ambassador Dr Yaar after welcoming and 

congratulating all on the occasion, proceeded to 

speak of the importance of this day and the role of 

women, not just in Afghan society but in the world, 

stating: 

“This day should be celebrated by every man, 

women, and child not only once a year, but every 

day of the year; for celebrating women’s day is 

actually tantamount to celebrating the life, life with 

all its breadth, beauties, charms, opportunities, and 

magnificence. The role that women play in the 

maintenance and evolution of human society and 

welfare is beyond mortals’ intellectual grasp and 

imagination.  
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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 
8 MARCH 2013, AFGHAN EMBASSY IN LONDON 

BARONESS WARSI 

March 08, 2013 

Honourable Baroness Warsi, 

Honourable Mrs. Richards,  

Honourable Mrs. Dowaisan,  

Her Highness Princes Lalla Joumala, Ambassador 

of Morocco 

Honourable Liauskieni, Ambassador of Lithuania  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Good afternoon and welcome to the celebration of 

International Women’s Day at the Embassy of 

Afghanistan. The embassy staff, my wife, and I are 

delighted to have you here; we all thank you for 

accepting our invitation. 

Honourable Baroness Warsi: 

Welcome back from Afghanistan; thank you very 

much for fitting this event into your understandably 

tight schedule. I am looking forward to your talk 

and I am eager to know about the impressions that 

you have brought with you from your most recent 

trip to Afghanistan. To get to the topic of today’s 

event, allow me to say that as a father, a husband, 

and a son, I believe that if there is only one day in 

human life that truly deserves to be celebrated, it is 

the women’s day. 

To read more, please visit our website: 

www.afghanistanembassy.org.uk 

 

 

H.E. THE AMBASSADOR’S SPEECH 

 

Perhaps it is because of its pervasiveness and 

omnipresence in our lives that women’s role is, at 

best, taken for granted, or, at worst, forgotten and 

neglected.” 

 

Following the Ambassadors remarks, in her 

speech Baroness Warsi further highlighted the 

progress made in Afghanistan with regard to the 

status of women in society. She stated that helping 

Afghan women to find their rightful place in the 

society will remain at the top of the agenda of 

Great Britain’s support for Afghanistan.  

 

 



 

President Hamid Karzai went on a visit to Farah province, 

condemning the attacks which resulted in a huge loss of 

life on the attacks that took place on the April 3. 

President Karzai met the families of victims, conveying his 

sympathy and condolences, adding that the perpetrators 

of the attack want to deter security in the country, and 

deliberately create hatred towards the Afghan government 

among the public. The President stated that: 

“We must make a distinction between the Taliban who are 

foreign, mercenaries and are enemy to this land, and the 

Taliban who are from this soil and due to oblivion and 

ignorance engage in destroying their homeland. I call on 

such Taliban again to come back to their land, wherever 

they are. Our enemies, whether immediate or extended 

don’t want a strong government in Afghanistan, and we 

won’t have a strong government unless there is peace, 

security and unless our efforts pay off.” 
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PRESIDENT KARZAI CHAIRS CONSULTATIVE MEETING ON 

APPOINTMENT OF NEW HEAD FOR INDEPENDENT ELECTION 

COMMISSION 

 

AFGHAN EMBASSY IN LONDON 

President Hamid Karzai chaired a consultative 

meeting on 9 April 2013 in a bid to appoint a 

successor to replace the current Head of the 

Independent Election Commission (IEC) whose term 

in office will soon come to end.  

 

The President was accompanied by his Vice-

presidents, Jihadi leaders, Heads of the two Houses 

of Parliament, civil society representatives, opposition 

party leaders and other prominent Afghan figures. 

Following discussions on the electoral process and 

the appointment of a new IEC Head, it was decided 

that the appointment be made once the newly drafted 

election bill, accompanied by the bill on the IEC’s 

structure and mandate were approved by the National 

Assembly. 

www.afghanistanembassy.org.uk 

PRESIDENT KARZAI VISITS 

FARAH 
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